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Welcome to the White House!
I’m sure that you enjoy having friends come to visit you, and

FIND THIS:
This plaque marks
four very important dates
in the history of the White
House. Can you find it on
your tour? (Watch where
you step!) Read the next
page to learn more about
these special years in
the life of the President’s
House.

so do all of us who live and work in this wonderful place.
The White House belongs to every American. Each room is filled with
treasures that tell the story of our great country, and I’m glad that you are
here to see them.
I hope you will keep in mind that every young person has the opportunity
to live or work in the White House someday—even to be the president,
if you were born a United States citizen. There are people here who do all
sorts of interesting jobs: tending the gardens, cooking for special guests,
working on the computers and electrical systems, guarding the building,
keeping everything cleaned and polished, taking official photographs,
advising the president on legal and security matters, and guiding the
country—just to name a few!
As you walk through this cherished building,
you will see beautiful portraits and mementos of

▼

Americans who have played major roles in our
nation’s history. Now, as one of the long line of
people who have visited the White House through
the years, you are part of that history, too!

▼

Thank you for taking the time to see the White
House today. We hope you will come back soon.
▼

If a president’s name is
in bold type, that means
something that happened
during his presidency is
mentioned nearby.
The timeline on pages
22–23 will give you the
years each president
was in office.

▼

Best wishes,

Do you know the funny
song that helps you
remember the order of the
presidents? If you haven’t
learned it (or you can’t
sing too well), this handy
president’s guide will help
you keep track.

2

The White House: Building History
In 1790, one year after the election
of America’s first president, Congress
decided to create a permanent national
capital on the banks of the Potomac
River. It would be named after President
George Washington. Washington the
president was very interested in
Washington the city-to-be. In 1792
there was a contest to create the
best design for "The President’s
House." President Washington picked
the winner—a design by Irish-born
James Hoban. It took eight years to
build the White House. In the more
than 200 years since the building was
completed, porches, wings, and
basements have been added, but the
original shape and form survive.
As Washington knew, the house would
have to change to meet future needs,
“beyond the present day.” But
Washington would also recognize
the house if he saw it today.

Too Big? 1800
The first occupants of the
White House were John and Abigail
Adams. Mrs. Adams thought that the
house was as big as her church back
home in Massachusetts. There were 36
rooms, but many of them were not quite
ready to use. Some didn’t have plaster
on the walls yet! The Adamses used
only about a dozen rooms. What must
it have been like to live in the largest
home in 16?

The White House

Designs for enlarging the White House have come and gone. This plan was created from the ideas of First Lady Caroline Harrison in 1889.

Too Small? 1902

▼

▼

British troops set fire to the
White House during the War
of 1812. Almost everything
inside was destroyed. James
Madison hired James Hoban
to rebuild the house using the
original walls, which were still
standing. It reopened in 1817
when James Monroe moved in.

When Theodore and Edith
Roosevelt moved into the White
House, they brought six children
with them. The family’s bedrooms
and private areas were on the

second floor along with the
offices of the president and his staff.
It was simply too crowded. A wing
of offices was built to the west,
and to the east was added a wing
where guests could enter.

Just Right? 1952
In the summer of 1948 Harry Truman
received a scare when his daughter’s
piano began to sink into the floor,
causing the plaster ceiling in the room
below to fall. Engineers determined
that the old house, so heavily used
for so many years, was in danger of
collapsing. The Trumans moved out of
the White House while old foundations
were replaced with concrete and steel,
but original walls were left standing.
At the same time, the White House
got two more basement levels and
up-to-date heating and air conditioning
systems. By 1952 the renovated
White House, with 132 rooms, was
ready for the modern era.
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Too Hot? 1814
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Visiting the White House

Visiting the White House

White House workers start at 6:30
a.m. to prepare for touring visitors.
The carpets are rolled back and ropes and
stanchions are set up. About an hour later,
visitors begin arriving. When tours are over

for the day, the carpets go back in
place and the ropes are put away.
Then the rooms are ready for use by
the president and first lady during
the afternoon and evening.

The White House is the only home of a nation’s leader
regularly open to its citizens free of charge. In addition to
those who tour, visitors include invited guests, who come
to the White House for meetings, celebrations, and
special honors. On any given day, there might be a
meeting with the president in the Oval Office, a
musical program in the East Room, or an important
announcement covered by journalists in the Press Room.

THE WHITE HOUSE
BY THE NUMBERS

1 bowling lane
132 rooms
4 dining rooms
1 dentist office
28 fireplaces
12 chimneys
3 elevators
4 floors
2 basements

Press Room

(not including the wings)

Cabinet Room

THE WHITE HOUSE
BY THE NUMBERS

How do you get to the White House?
This is what the White House looks
like from the president’s helicopter,
which is one way to arrive. But many
roads lead to the White House, too.
The big lawn to the south of the house
is where children gather for the annual
Easter Egg Roll. Young children receive
a special wooden egg to take home.
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About 150
people work for
the president in the
West Wing and for
the first lady in the
East Wing. And
since the White
House is a family
home and a
museum, too, 100
additional people
are needed to keep
it operating day
and night.

Wes
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THE WEST WING

Oval Office

The president and his staff work
in the West Wing. The president’s advisors
meet in the Cabinet Room, where there is a chair for
each cabinet secretary, such as the secretary of education.
All the chairs are the same size—except one, which is a little
taller, and it’s for the president. In 1969, Richard Nixon filled in
an old indoor swimming pool and turned the space into a Press
Room. In the photograph above, Jimmy Carter answers questions
from news reporters.
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The North Portico
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Members of the first family and
their guests use the rooms on the
second and third floors. There are
16 family and guest bedrooms, 15
bathrooms, a sunny family room, a
kitchen, and a dining room. Special
guests stay in the Queens’ Bedroom
and the Lincoln Bedroom.

Queens’ Bedroom
and Sitting Room
East Sitting Hall

Laura Bush hosts a tea with
Nane Annan, wife of United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, in the
second-floor Yellow Oval Room.

Lincoln Bedroom
and Sitting Room
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Entrance Hall

State Dining Room
East Room

FIND THIS:
Library

Green Room
Red Room

Blue Room

Diplomatic Reception Room
Map Room
China Room
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Go bird watching inside the
White House! Just as the White
House is a symbol of leadership,
the American eagle is a symbol
of national strength and pride.
On a tour you can find eagles in
paintings, on furniture, and in
many other places if you have
an eagle eye!

THE EAST WING

SELF-GUIDED TOUR
Vermeil Room

START

Visiting the White House

The Ground Floor
Most visitors enter the White House in the East Wing
lobby, move through a glass-walled colonnade, and
continue into the Ground Floor Corridor. The spaces
on this ground floor have had many uses over the years.
At various times you could have seen a small fire engine
for James Monroe, a rowboat for John Quincy Adams,
heating furnaces, kitchen stoves, laundry tubs, White
House cooks, and the children of Ulysses S. Grant
playing on a rainy day. For the past century, the
rooms have been used for official activities.
Meetings are held and
guests are greeted in the
East Reception Room.

Students look out of the

East Colonnade windows to
the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden.
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More than 50 people can watch
a movie in the White House
Theater (not on tour), which you
enter from the East Colonnade. If
you lived in the White House, you
could invite your friends over.
(You’d get popcorn, too!) Franklin
D. Roosevelt watched newsreels of
World War II here, and Hollywood
actors have come to watch movies
they’ve starred in (hoping the
president laughs in the
right places).

First Lady Julia Tyler
thought it would be a
good idea for the
White House to begin a
collection of first lady
portraits. Years later,
Edith Roosevelt decided
that the Ground Floor
Corridor should be a
gallery for some of these
portraits. This tradition
continues today, and
not just in the hallway—
anywhere else?
This kitchen was in a
room on the ground
floor a century ago.
Today the White House
has five kitchens with
modern equipment.

The Library has 2,400
books for use by the first family
and White House staff. The
books can actually be checked
out. The shelves are filled with
history, science, biography,
and fiction.

The lamps on the
mantel are the same
kind used by George
Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, and James
Madison. They read
by lamplight deep
into the night, and
all three became
president of the United
States. A coincidence?
Ask your parents.

Vermeil [věr ma] is silver covered
in a thin layer of gold, and the
Vermeil Room is filled with it!
A large collection was given to the
White House in 1958, and many
beautiful pieces are displayed here.
This room is also used as a ladies’
sitting room when dinners and
receptions are held upstairs.
Laura Bush has used this
room for television
interviews.

DID YOU KNOW?

Plates, cups, and saucers
used by presidents since
the 1790s are displayed in
the China Room (not on
tour). This "Wild Turkey"
serving platter was ordered
for the Rutherford B. Hayes
White House in 1879. First
Lady Lucy Hayes liked the
idea of showing American
animals and plants on the
china. Some pieces have
bighorn sheep, bobwhites,
oysters, and maple trees,
and there is an ice cream
plate with a snowshoe
design.

The colorful wallpaper in the
Diplomatic Reception Room
shows American scenes, including
Natural Bridge, Boston Harbor, and
Niagara Falls. The wallpaper was
found in an old house and saved by
Jacqueline Kennedy for use in this
room. How old? It was made when
Andrew Jackson was president!

Washington
J.Adams
Jefferson
Madison
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J.Q. Adams
Jackson
Van Buren
W.H.Harrison
Tyler
Polk
Taylor
Fillmore
Pierce
Buchanan
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A. Johnson
Grant
Hayes
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B.Harrison
Cleveland
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T. Roosevelt
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F. Roosevelt
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Ford
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Reagan
G. Bush
Clinton
G. W. Bush

The oval room on the
ground floor is known as
the Diplomatic Reception
Room (not on tour). The
president and first lady
welcome important guests
here. They also exit through
this room when they board
Marine One, the presidential
helicopter that lands on the
South Lawn. During the
Depression and World War II,
Franklin D. Roosevelt broadcast his radio addresses,
known as “fireside chats,”
from this room.

In the old days, chipped and
cracked presidential china
would be smashed into little
bits and thrown away so
souvenir hunters couldn’t
collect them. Not all
presidents have had their
own set of china made for
the White House (that’s
called a “state service”).
The latest state service was
first used at a dinner in 2000
hosted by the Clintons.
There are 3,300 pieces in
this service—enough to
feed 300 people without
having to wash plates
between courses!
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This portrait of
George Washington
is famous.
Dolley Madison saved
it from destruction in
1814. Before the British
burned the house, she
had it removed from
the wall and taken to
safety. No artwork has
been in the White House
collection longer than
this portrait. It was
here when John Adams
arrived in 1800.
(Washington is the
only president who
never lived in the
White House.)

The State Floor
The word “state” is often used to describe things

The East Room
is the largest room
in the White House.
It was created for
large gatherings.
Receptions, musical
performances, press
conferences, and
meetings are just
some of the events
that have been
hosted in this
elegant room.

having to do with a nation’s government. For
example, a “head of state” is the leader of a nation.
The state floor of the White House is where the
official duties of the president, America’s head of
state, take place. Since John Adams hosted a New
Year’s Day reception in 1801, visitors of all kinds
have enjoyed the state rooms, the major public
rooms of the President’s House.
T H E

E A S T

R O O M
This painting of
the East Room
during the Civil War
shows what it might
have been like to
be at a reception
with Abraham and
Mary Lincoln, Union
General Ulysses
S. Grant, and other
important people
of the time.

1874

When Ulysses S. Grant
was president in the
1870s, he redecorated
the room. Here it is
prepared for the marriage
of his daughter Nellie
in 1874.
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1978

Big Bird sang
2000
to the tunes of the
United States Marine
Band during a
children’s diplomatic
party in 1978.
The Boys Choir of
Harlem performed
for an audience that
included Barbara
Bush and Betty Ford
in 1989.

A rowdy crowd
pushed its way into
the inaugural party of
Andrew Jackson in
1829. In their attempt
to get close to the new
president in the East
Room, they stepped on
furniture, broke china,
and spilled punch.
Jackson snuck out of
the house and spent
the first night of
his presidency
in a hotel!

The Green Room is one of
three parlors on the south side
of the state floor. The color
green has been used to decorate
the room as far back as the
presidency of Thomas Jefferson,
who used it as a dining room.
James Monroe played cards with
his guests here. Now it is used
for small teas and meetings.
Laura Bush met here with Martha
Sahagun de Fox, first lady of
Mexico, in 2001.

T H E

G R E E N

R O O M

1989

FIND THIS:
Presto-chango! This small piece
of furniture turns into a work table
for writing and sewing. It was made
about 1810. Only three are known
to exist, and two are in the
White House.

Washington
J. Adams
Jefferson
Madison
Monroe
J.Q. Adams
Jackson
Van Buren
W.H.Harrison
Tyler
Polk
Taylor
Fillmore
Pierce
Buchanan
Lincoln
A. Johnson
Grant
Hayes
Garfield
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Cleveland
B.Harrison
Cleveland
McKinley
T.Roosevelt
Taft
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F. Roosevelt
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L. Johnson
Nixon
Ford
Carter
Reagan
G. Bush
Clinton
G. W. Bush

In November 2000, four
presidents and five first
ladies came to a special
celebration for the 200th
anniversary of the White
House.
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One of three oval rooms
stacked on top of each other
(it’s the one in the middle),
the Blue Room has long been
a place to meet the president
and first lady. Guests form a
line around the room and wait
to shake hands with their hosts
before going to a reception or
dinner. Furniture here dates to
1817 and is some of the oldest
furniture original to the house.
James Monroe wanted to impress
visitors, so he ordered these
beautiful chairs and sofas from
the same French craftsman who
made furniture for Napoleon.

T H E

B L U E

R O O M

T H E

The White House Christmas tree
is placed in the Blue Room during
the holidays. The ceiling is high
enough for an 18-foot tree!

DID YOU KNOW?
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The only president to marry
in the White House was
Grover Cleveland, who wed
Frances Folsom in June
1886. Cleveland’s wedding
ceremony took place in
the candlelit Blue Room
decorated with flowers and
potted plants from the White
House greenhouse. Other
Cleveland facts: he was the
only president to be elected
twice but not in a row, and
his daughter Esther was the
only “first baby” born in the
White House.

1886

When Dolley Madison
hosted Wednesday evening
parties in the Red Room,
it was filled with those known
for their “fashion, fame, beauty,
wealth [and] talents.” The Red
Room has also been used as
a music room and a setting
for small dinners.

FIND THIS:
Eagles aren’t the only
creatures in the White House.
This dolphin decorates a
“Grecian” style sofa.

R E D

R O O M

Today, 140 guests can be
seated in the State Dining Room
for dinners, but it was not always
this big. When Thomas Jefferson
was president, he used part of this
space as his office, which he
called a library. As time went on,
large dinners had to be moved to
the East Room. In 1902, interior
walls were knocked down to create
one large dining room. Theodore
Roosevelt decorated the room with
the stuffed heads of animals like
moose. (Although TR liked to hunt,
he bought these heads!) This is
not the only dining room in the
White House. The Family Dining
Room, located just north of the
State Dining Room, was used by
the first family for many years. In
1961, another dining room was
added on the second floor, closer
to the family quarters.
In September 2001, President
Vicente Fox of Mexico was the
guest of honor at a state dinner.
The menu included crab and bison.
For dessert, guests enjoyed mango
and coconut ice cream with red
chile pepper sauce!

T H E

S T A T E

D I N I N G

R O O M

1985
1902

Rutherford B. Hayes
took the oath of office
in the Red Room after
the disputed election
of 1876 was resolved.
Since Inauguration Day
(March 4) fell on a Sunday,
Hayes was sworn in before
a dinner party given by
President Ulysses S. Grant
on March 3, 1877. The
public ceremony took place
at the U.S. Capitol on
March 5.
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1877
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T H E

E N T R A N C E

H A L L

A N D

C R O S S

H A L L

The Cross Hall

The Entrance Hall and the Cross
Hall form a T. Presidential portraits
are displayed here. Just like other
rooms, the decoration of these
rooms has changed over time. In
1882, Chester A. Arthur hired Louis
Comfort Tiffany to design a stainedglass screen that separated the two
halls. The sparkling colored glass
wall was the first thing visitors saw
when they entered the White House.
There were doors in the center.
When the screen was taken down
in 1902, the glass was broken
up and sold at auction.

1882

The Presidential Seal
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The Entrance Hall

The seal of the President
of the United States is
displayed in the Cross Hall
above the Blue Room door.
Harry Truman decided that
the eagle should face the
olive branch instead of the
arrows and made the switch.
The olive branch is a symbol
of peace. (P.S.: Here’s
another eagle for your
bird watch.)

The Big Cheese
In 1835, Andrew Jackson
received a strange gift: a huge
cheddar cheese, 4 feet round
and 2 feet thick, weighing
1,400 pounds. It sat in the
Entrance Hall for two years

while it cured. Jackson
invited the public to visit
and eat the cheese on
Washington’s Birthday, 1837.
Within two hours, the cheese
was gone (but the smell
remained).

FINISH

The White House is a Museum

Why is THAT here?

This saber was a gift from the
French government to Franklin D.
Roosevelt. It was originally made
for George Washington.

The White House is filled with historic and beautiful

DID YOU KNOW?
There are 30,000 objects
in the permanent White
House collection, and
more are on loan. But the
museum rooms are not big
enough to exhibit all those
items. Some are used in
the private quarters and
the offices of the president
and first lady. The rest are
kept safe in a storage
facility located off the
White House grounds.

objects. The first lady and president select them, with
help from experts like curators and historians. Since the
1960s, the White House has been an official museum
with professional curators to care for and research the
collections. But it wasn’t always that way. For many
years, presidents could sell old and worn furnishings
and use the money to buy new objects for the house. As
America grew up, however, presidents and first ladies
began to treasure those things that once belonged in the
White House. They started to find those items that had
been sold off and to return them to their proper place.
Today, objects are selected for several reasons.
It is a picture of a
president or first lady.

It was used
at the White House.

It is simply
beautiful.

It was made
in America.

It tells a story
of the nation’s history.

It makes sense that the first portrait
purchased for the White House was a
painting of the first president, George
Washington. Over the years, pictures
of all presidents and many first ladies
have been added to the collection.
Since the 1960s, official White House
portraits have been painted of each
president and first lady.

Furnishings used by presidents and
first ladies are very special pieces.
The Steinway piano was presented
as a gift to Franklin D. Roosevelt in
1938. Harry Truman and Richard
Nixon played it, and it is still used
for performances.

This is one of three electric
chandeliers installed in the East
Room in 1902. At the time, they
were called “the most artistic that
have been designed” in America, and
they are still there today. Sometimes
things can be pretty and practical,
like lights and clocks. Can you find
more pretty and practical things in
the White House?

As America’s most famous
house, the White House likes to
show off America’s finest art.
Bronco Buster, a bronze sculpture
by Frederic Remington, certainly
does that. Remington and
Theodore Roosevelt were friends.

Watch Meeting—Dec. 31st 1862—
Waiting for the Hour shows a slave
community waiting for the hour that
will set them free. Abraham Lincoln’s
Emancipation Proclamation went into
effect on January 1, 1863. The artist,
William Tolman Carlton, was an
abolitionist from Boston.
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Living in the White House
The president and his family live at 1600 Pennsylvania

Rutherford and Lucy
Hayes (seated in center)
gathered with family and
friends around a piano in
the oval room on the
second floor.

1880

Avenue in Washington, D.C. They move in on
Inauguration Day. They bring personal items from
home to decorate their private rooms on the second
and third floors. They also select furniture and artwork
from the White House museum collection. They try
to live a normal life, considering they are the most

Uniformed police guarded
the White House in the
early 1900s. Archie and
Quentin Roosevelt join roll
call on what must have
been a sleepy day on
Pennsylvania Avenue.

famous family in America. They can raid the refrigerator in the second-floor kitchen or have dinner with
family and friends. Like you, White House children
celebrate birthdays, go to school, and play. Upstairs at
the White House can be the most private and safe
place in the world, while downstairs the White House
is filled with busy workers and tourists. Ronald Reagan
thought it was like living above a store.

The Lincoln children
studied in the oval room on
the second floor. Tad Lincoln
reads with his father. Some
19th-century presidential
children were tutored at home.
Scott and Fanny Hayes, son
and daughter of Rutherford
and Lucy Hayes, had a space
set aside in the hallway
upstairs. In the early 1960s,
the Kennedys turned the
third-floor sun room into a
classroom for Caroline
Kennedy and 20 schoolmates
(they wore red, white, and blue
uniforms). Amy Carter went to
a public school in Washington.
Chelsea Clinton attended a
local private school.
14

1898

“Sally,” the White House
doll, was made about 1829
for a granddaughter of
John Quincy Adams.

First Lady Ida
McKinley’s bedroom
on the second floor
in 1898. Today this
room is a dining
room.

Quentin Roosevelt on
his calico pony Algonquin.
Once Quentin tried to cheer
up his sick brother by bringing
Algonquin up the White House
elevator to his bedroom!

PRESIDENTIAL FAMILIES
BY THE NUMBERS
Six presidents had
no children: George
Washington, James
Charlie Taft was 11 years old
when he moved into the White
House in 1909. He already
knew his way around, however,
because he had played there
with his friend Quentin
Roosevelt. Charlie’s father,
William Howard Taft, had worked
in the cabinet of Quentin’s
father, Theodore Roosevelt. Now
they had more than their age in
common: their dads were
presidents.
Florence Harding shakes
hands with Laddie Boy.

Madison, Andrew Jackson,
James K. Polk, James
Buchanan, and Warren
Harding. John Tyler had the
most children: 15 (with two
wives). Five presidents had
children who died while
they were in office: John
Adams (Charles), Thomas
Jefferson (Mary), Abraham
Lincoln (Willie), Calvin
Coolidge (Calvin Coolidge
Jr.), and John F. Kennedy
(Patrick).

1888

Grace Coolidge
with her pet
raccoon Rebecca.

Herbert Hoover with King Tut.
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First Lady Frances
Cleveland enjoys a
quiet moment in
the West Sitting Hall
on the second floor.
This is still a favorite
gathering place for
first families.

Here’s a sight you don’t see
much anymore: a goat-powered
cart. The goat’s name was His
Whiskers, and he gave rides to the
grandchildren of Benjamin and
Caroline Harrison. Pets have lived
in the White House about as long
as presidents!
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This Christmas pageant
program was created
by the Eisenhower
grandchildren
in 1960.

A number of presidential
children have tied the
knot in the White House:
eight daughters and one
son. In 1967, Lynda
Johnson married Charles
Robb. Four years later,
Tricia Nixon wed Edward
Cox in the Rose Garden.
Here Tricia is signing
autographs at the White
House Easter Egg Roll.

1971

Roy Rogers and Dale
Evans (the ones with
the hats!) join Dwight
and Mamie Eisenhower
for a celebration of their
grandson David’s birthday. The cowboy-themed
party was held in the
Ground Floor Corridor.
Eisenhower named the
presidential retreat, Camp
David, after his grandson.
This wooden pin was
used at the White House
bowling alley about 1951
during Harry Truman’s
administration.

Lyndon Johnson
and his dog Yuki sing
together in the Oval
Office. The Johnsons had
many dogs, including a
pair of beagles named
Him and Her who were so
famous they were once
on the cover of Life
magazine.

1956
1963
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Ronald and Nancy
Reagan liked to have
dinner upstairs while
they watched the evening
news in the president’s
second-floor study.
Caroline and John
Kennedy Jr. have a
picnic on the South
Lawn. The Kennedy
children also enjoyed
a swing set and trampoline. Caroline rode her
pony, Macaroni, on the
lawn, too. Macaroni
even pulled a White
House sleigh in the
snow!

1981

1975

DID YOU KNOW?

Gerald Ford was a former
college football player who liked
to stay in shape. He had an
outdoor swimming pool installed
in 1975. His daughter Susan
was a high school senior when
she moved into the White House.
She once said, “I don’t think my
mother wanted me to become a
little princess.” Maybe that’s why
she washed her own car!

1977

George W. and Laura
Bush enjoy the 18 acres
of White House grounds.
Their dogs Barney and Spotty
play in all kinds of weather.
The Bushes invite local T-ball
teams to play on the South
Lawn. On July 4, 2001 they
watched the fireworks from the
Truman Balcony as guests
below stretched out on picnic
blankets.

Jimmy Carter drew up
the plans for a tree
house for his daughter
Amy. He made sure it was
self-supporting, so no nails
were hammered into trees.

1994
Washington
J.Adams
Jefferson
Madison
Monroe
J.Q. Adams
Jackson
Van Buren
W.H.Harrison
Tyler
Polk
Taylor
Fillmore
Pierce
Buchanan
Lincoln
A. Johnson
Grant
Hayes
Garfield
Arthur
Cleveland
B.Harrison
Cleveland
McKinley
T.Roosevelt
Taft
Wilson
Harding
Coolidge
Hoover
F. Roosevelt
Truman
Eisenhower
Kennedy
L. Johnson
Nixon
Ford
Carter
Reagan
G. Bush
Clinton
G. W. Bush

Chelsea Clinton plays
with Socks in the Oval
Office while she waits for
her dad, Bill Clinton, to go
Christmas shopping.

For presidential
personal time, the
White House has
a putting green,
horseshoe pit,
basketball court,
swimming pool,
tennis court,
jogging path, and
bowling lane.
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Working in the White House

Making the White House Work
For 200 years, men and women behind the scenes have
made sure the White House has run smoothly and looked
great. They have worked in basement kitchens, in outof-the-way offices, and behind the wheels of all sorts of
vehicles. You may not see them while you’re in the White
House, but they are right behind that door, in the room
below or above you, down the hall, and in the garden.

T H E N

A N D

N O W

The White House and
technology grow together.
In the second floor “war room”
William McKinley’s staff used
telegraph equipment and wall
maps to track the course of
the Spanish-American War in
1898. Today offices are still
crowded even though the West
Wing has been added.
The appliances are up-to-date
now, but there is still not much
room in the modern White
House kitchen.

The first president to have an
official fleet of automobiles at
the White House was William
Howard Taft in 1909. Today
Marine One takes off from
the South Lawn.

The president’s
executive staff at
the turn of the
20th century,
and the White
House chef and
his staff at the
turn of the
21st century.
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When the president wanted
to send a message a century
ago, it might have been taken
by horseback. Now presidential
speeches and press releases
are posted on the White House
Web site: www.whitehouse.gov

A photographer takes a picture
of Warren Harding and Laddie
Boy in the 1920s. Laura Bush
prepares for a television
interview in the Vermeil Room.

Working in the White House

Presidents at Work
THE PRESIDENT IS THE HEAD OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH.
The White House is the ultimate home office. It is also the

He also meets with
members of his cabinet,
who help him manage
the executive branch.

center of the executive branch of government. The president
has both lived and worked in the White House since it was
built. For the first 100 years the president’s office was on the

The first photograph
taken inside the White
House shows James K.
Polk (sitting second from
right) and his cabinet in
the State Dining Room
in 1846.

second floor of the house. In 1902, Theodore Roosevelt
ordered staff offices to be built on the west side of the house.
Later these offices were extended. Today they make up what
is known as the West Wing, and that’s where the Oval Office
is. But presidents have made important decisions, held historic
meetings, and signed world-changing documents in many

Ronald Reagan at work
alone in the Oval Office.

areas of the house. Who knows—maybe history will be
made here today!
THE PRESIDENT IS AMERICA’S CHIEF DIPLOMAT.
He makes agreements, or
treaties, with other nations.
He also welcomes international leaders when they
travel to the United States.

Ulysses S. Grant ordered
this table for his cabinet
meetings. It is known as
“the Treaty Table” because
so many treaties have
been signed on it. William
McKinley oversaw the
signing of a document that
would end the SpanishAmerican War in 1898.

Gerald Ford
hosted Britain’s
Queen Elizabeth II
at a White House
dinner during America’s
bicentennial celebration
in 1976.

The president is the most
important spokesperson
for the executive branch.
Bill Clinton talked to
journalists in the Roosevelt
Room before a trip to
Japan and Korea in 1993.

Washington
J.Adams
Jefferson
Madison
Monroe
J.Q. Adams
Jackson
Van Buren
W.H.Harrison
Tyler
Polk
Taylor
Fillmore
Pierce
Buchanan
Lincoln
A. Johnson
Grant
Hayes
Garfield
Arthur
Cleveland
B.Harrison
Cleveland
McKinley
T.Roosevelt
Taft
Wilson
Harding
Coolidge
Hoover
F. Roosevelt
Truman
Eisenhower
Kennedy
L. Johnson
Nixon
Ford
Carter
Reagan
G. Bush
Clinton
G. W. Bush

Thomas
Jefferson arranged
the Louisiana Purchase
with France and then planned
the trip to explore the territory
(and beyond) with his White
House secretary, Meriwether
Lewis. Lewis’s partner, William
Clark, used this pocket compass
on the expedition.
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Working in the White House

This is the kind of pen
George W. Bush uses to
sign new laws.

On December 7, 1941,
Franklin D. Roosevelt wrote
his famous speech about the
attack on Pearl Harbor.

THE PRESIDENT PROPOSES NEW LAWS AND POLICIES.

THE PRESIDENT IS COMMANDER IN CHIEF.

He works with
Congress to create
legislation, and he
signs bills into law.

He is in charge of all
armed forces, he asks
Congress to declare
war, and he oversees
military actions.

Lyndon Johnson
signed the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 in the
East Room.

In July 1862,
Abraham Lincoln
met with his cabinet
in his office on the second floor to discuss his
idea of an Emancipation
Proclamation. On January
1, 1863, he signed the
proclamation in the same
office. Using his powers
as commander in chief,
he freed slaves in states
that were currently in
rebellion against the
Union.

In a South Lawn
ceremony, George Bush
signed the Americans
with Disabilities Act in
1990.

On August 15, 1945,
Harry Truman announced
in the Oval Office that
Japan had surrendered.
World War II was over.

Jacqueline Kennedy

Lady Bird Johnson

Patricia Nixon

Betty Ford

Rosalynn Carter

Nancy Reagan

Barbara Bush

Even though first ladies
are not elected or paid,
they have worked for
the American people in
many ways.

FIRST
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LADIES

AT

WORK

First ladies speak out for causes that interest
them, comfort a hurting nation, and, of course,
support the president in his work. After they leave
the White House, first ladies continue their good
works. Modern first ladies are pictured above.

Jacqueline Kennedy worked to
make the White House a museum
and planned the first historical
guidebook. Making America
beautiful by planting trees and
wildflowers was Lady Bird Johnson’s
passion. Patricia Nixon asked

Americans to volunteer their talents
to their communities. She also
added more than 500 artworks
and objects to the White House
museum collection. Betty Ford
strongly supported an Equal Rights
Amendment for women. Rosalynn

Carter was interested in helping
people with disabilities and mental
illness. She also represented the
president at many ceremonies.
Nancy Reagan taught children to
“Just Say No” to drugs and alcohol.
All Americans should be able to

read—that was Barbara Bush’s goal.
She helped build reading programs
nationwide. Hillary Rodham Clinton
worked to improve health care for
Americans and to immunize
children. She also supported efforts
to preserve the nation’s historic

Jimmy and
Rosalynn Carter
met with Pope John
Paul II in 1979.

THE PRESIDENT IS OUR NATION’S LEADER.
He is elected to the highest position in America
and is the only official
elected to represent all
citizens. At the White
House, he is the nation’s
host when he meets with
his fellow Americans or
with special visitors from
around the world.

Each president decorates
the Oval Office in his own
way. George W. Bush’s
Oval Office has American
western artworks, including
some landscapes by Texas
artists. Like many presidents, he has chosen to
work at the special desk
made from the oak timbers
of a British ship. It was a
gift from Queen Victoria to
Rutherford B. Hayes in
1880. The presidential seal
is carved into the center
panel.

Herbert Hoover
accepted a gift from the
Boy Scouts on the South
Lawn around 1931.

George W. Bush in his
office with National Security
Advisor Condoleezza Rice.

Hillary Rodham Clinton

Laura Bush

In February 2001, George W.
Bush gathered with the nation’s
governors in the East Room.

DID YOU KNOW?
The term “first lady”
became popular about the
time of the Civil War.

The New York Yankees—World
Series champions—received a
White House welcome in May
2001, meeting the president
during a Rose Garden ceremony
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buildings and objects. Laura
Bush encourages people to consider
teaching as a profession. As a
former school librarian, she works
to help young children learn how
to read, and she hosted the first
National Book Festival.
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1800
President and Mrs. John
Adams, the White House’s
first occupants, move in.
1814
British troops
burn the
White House
during the War
of 1812.

1829
The North Portico
(porch) is added.
1823
The Monroe Doctrine is
written at the White House.

1841
William Henry
Harrison dies in the
White House, the first
of eight presidents to
die while serving in
office.

1875
Theodore Roosevelt 1901–09

William McKinley 1897–1901

Grover Cleveland 1893–97

1891 Electricity is installed in the White House.

1882
Chester A.
Arthur sells
off 24 wagonloads of “old”
White House
furniture.

Benjamin Harrison 1889-93

Grover Cleveland 1885-89

1846
The first known
photo of the
White House is
taken.

1879 The first telephone is installed in the White House.

White House Timeline

James Garfield 1881
Chester A. Arthur 1881–85

1850
Rutherford B. Hayes 1877–81

Ulysses S. Grant 1869–77

Andrew Johnson 1865–69

Abraham Lincoln 1861–65

James Buchanan 1857–61

1825

Zachary Taylor 1849–50
Millard Fillmore 1850–53
Franklin Pierce 1853–57

James Polk 1845–49

William H. Harrison 1841
John Tyler 1841–45

1812
The first White
House wedding is
the marriage of
Dolley Madison’s
sister.

1833 Running water comes to the White House.

1817
President James
Monroe moves
into the rebuilt
White House.

Martin Van Buren 1837–41

Andrew Jackson 1829–37

1800

John Quincy Adams 1825–29

James Monroe 1817–25

James Madison 1809–17

John Adams 1797–1801
Thomas Jefferson 1801–09

George Washington 1789–97
1792
Construction of
the White House
begins. The
cornerstone is laid
on October 13.

All images of President and
Mrs. George W. Bush are
courtesy of the White House.
Unless otherwise noted below,
all other images are
copyrighted by the White House
Historical Association.
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White House Timeline

1902
Theodore and
Edith Roosevelt
oversee a
renovation that
includes the
addition of the
wings to the east
and west.

19

1863
Abraham
Lincoln signs the
Emancipation
Proclamation in
his second-floor
office.

1878
The first Easter Egg
Roll takes place at
the White House.
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1918
Woodrow Wilson
communicates
with aircraft from
the White House
lawn.

1913
Pauline Wayne,
William Howard
Taft’s milk cow,
munches on
White House
grass.
1939
Eleanor Roosevelt
welcomes Queen Elizabeth,
wife of King George VI. He
was the first reigning British
monarch to visit.
1947–48
Before and after.
Harry Truman orders
a balcony built on
the second floor.
1961
Jacqueline
Kennedy works to
make the White
House a museum.
Congress passes
a law to make
it official.

1975

1969
Richard Nixon talks
to the first men on
the moon via radiotelephone.

George W. Bush 2001–

1979
The Egyptian-Israeli
Peace Treaty is
signed on the
North Lawn.
1993 The White House gets e-mail.

1963
John F. Kennedy
signs a Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty in the
Treaty Room.

Bill Clinton 1993–2001

George Bush 1989–93

1933
The first and only
indoor pool is
installed. It is later
covered and lies
below today’s
Press Room.

Ronald Reagan 1981–89

Jimmy Carter 1977–81

1950
Gerald Ford 1974–77

Richard Nixon 1969–74

1941
The White House is
pictured on the night
after Pearl Harbor
was attacked.

John F. Kennedy 1961–63
Lyndon Johnson 1963–69

1925
Dwight D. Eisenhower 1953–61

Harry S. Truman 1945–53

Franklin D. Roosevelt 1933–45

00
Herbert Hoover 1929–33

Warren G. Harding 1921–23
Calvin Coolidge 1923–29

Woodrow Wilson 1913–21

William H. Taft 1909–13
1909
The first Oval Office is
built in the West Wing.
William Howard Taft
works there.
2000
Four presidents and
five first ladies gather
to celebrate the
200th anniversary of
the White House.

2000

1980
Paint restoration
begins. Forty layers
of old paint are
removed. Stone is
repaired.

2001
George W. Bush meets with
his National Security
Council to plan the war
against terrorism after the
September 11 attacks.
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Why is the White House white?
Because it was painted white to cover up the
burn marks from 1814? WRONG! Scottish
stonemasons were hired to build and carve
the sandstone walls. Painters then covered the
walls in 1798 with a whitewash to keep water
and ice from seeping inside the walls and
breaking them apart. So it was white from
the beginning. Theodore Roosevelt made it
the official name of the president’s home
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